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History Department Professor Emeritus James
A. Rawley died recently at the age of 89. A national
authority on Abraham Lincoln and race relations,
Rawley published widely, and both public and
scholarly audiences have appreciated his work.

His published works include Edwin D. Moargan:
Merchant in Politics 1811-1883 (1968), Race and
Politics: “Bleeding Kansas and the Coming of the
Civil War (1969), The Transatlantic Slave Trade: A
History (1982), Secession: The Disruption of the
American Republic, 1844-1861 (1990), and many
more.

Rawley’s career at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln lasted 41 years. He was hired in 1964, and in
1986 he was named the Carl Adolph Happold regent
professor. He served as chairman of the Department
of History from 1977 to 1987. In 1983, he received
UNL’s ORCA (Outstanding Research and Creative
Activitiy) Award.

Rawley loved his work, and even after retiring
he continued to research and write. The history
department plans to complete final revisions on and
publish Rawley’s most recent book project.

In 1990, the Organization of American Historians
began awarding the James A. Rawley Prize, an annual
award for a book which deals with race relations, in
his honor.

The upcoming James A. Rawley Graduate
Conference in the Humanities will honor his life and
work. He will be greatly missed.
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Make plans now to attend this exciting conference
sponsored by the HGSA. The events of Friday, April
7th will feature a keynote address in the Nebraska
Union by Dr. Stephanie M. H. Camp, associate
professor of history at the University of Washington
and the author of Close to Freedom: Enslaved Women
and Everyday Resistance in the Plantation South
(2004).

Dr. Camp has also written many articles and
reviews for publications including the Journal of
Southern History, Slavery and Abolition, and is the co-
editor of New Studies in American Slavery. She has
been the recipient of numerous academic honors and
awards. A reception will follow the address.

If you would like to assist with the conference
in any way or have questions, please contact HGSA
president Tonia Compton.

If you have information which would be of interest

to other graduate students, please send it to Carole
Levin, Graduate Chair, so it may appear in a future
Intelligencer. You may e-mail her at clevin2 @unl.edu
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This fall, many students showcased their work publicly,
and more will present work this coming spring.

Lisa Scheulke presented at the Rocky Mountain
Interdisciplinary History Conference Sep. 17, 2005,
in Boulder. Her paper was entitled “Accommodation
and Opposition: Encounters between Anglo Nurses and
Natives.”

Kory Bajus presented “‘As constant a Woman in the
Faith of Christ, as ever was upon the Earth’: John Foxe
and the disobedience of Prest’s Wife.” at the Midwest
Conference on British Studies (MWCBS) Sep. 23-25 at
Notre Dame University.

Amy Gant also presented at the MWCBS. Her paper
was entitled “Spinning the Story: John Lambert and the
Politics of Religious Dissention in Tudor England.”

Barbara Sommer, Ph.D. student, and Mary Kay
Quinlan, a member of the UNL Journalism faculty, recently
presented a day-long oral history teachers’ workshop at
the 2005 Oral History Association meeting in Providence,
Rhode Island. They also presented a half-day oral history
workshop at the international oral history conference in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, in August.

Tonia Compton will present “A Holy Sisterhood™:
The Mormon Ladies’ Relief Society and Moral Reform
in Nineteenth-Century Utah” at the American Historical
Association January 5-8 in Philadelphia.

Tonia will also present a paper at the Organization of
American Historians (OAH) April 19-22 in Washington,
D.C. That paper is entitled “American Harem:” The Racial
Othering of Polygamous Mormon Marriages.”

Joann Ross will also present at the OAH. Her paper
is entitled “Striking a Balance Between Collective and
Individual Justice: Morality and Divorce Reform in
Nineteenth Century America”.

David Nesheim will present at the spring Plains
Humanities Alliance Region and Research roundtable held
here at UNL in the Union on Jan. 23 at 3:30pm.

David will also present at the 2006 Western Historical
Conference in Saint Louis next fall. He put together
a three-person panel entitled “A Twentieth Century
Perspective on ‘Wildlife’: Managing Icons, Managing
Meat.” His paper is entitled “South Dakota Buffalo Go to
War: Preservation Success and the Politics and Economics
of Surplus.”

Fellowstup Application Online

The Office of Graduate Studies is happy to
announce a new streamlined process for the fellowship
competition for current graduate students. The process
is completely online for participants, recommenders

and the fellowship committee reviewers. No hard
copy paper materials will be accepted.

The application is due February 10, 2006. The
eligibility requirements, application instructions and
application forms are located at:

http://www.unl.edu/gradstudies/

Deadlines & Reqm}rmmts

Please make sure you are aware of the important
deadlines, forms, etc., for your degree program by
visiting the Graduate Studies current students web site:

www.unl.edu/gradstudies/current/

Other Notes

Kristin Ahlberg (Ph.D. 2003) is working as a
historian with the Office of the Historian, U.S.
Department of State, Washington, D.C. She chaired
the program committee for the department’s South
Asia in Crisis 1961-1972 conference. In addition, she
was elected to the executive council of the Society for
History in Federal Government.

Roger Blomquist, a Ph.D. student completing his
dissertation, will be teaching Utah history this winter
at Brigham Young University. In addition, he was
named “Best Western Saddlemaker of 2005” by True
West Magazine.

M.A. student Tim Anderson was recently
featured in the J Alumni News. The article
described Tim’s career path to his current position
as a lecturer at UNL’s College of Journalism and
Mass Communications. He has worked on several
newspapers, including the Omaha World-Herald, New
York Newsday, and The New York Times.



Joann Ross and Tonia Compton attended a symposium at the Newberry
Library in October, 2005. The following report was written by Ross.

On October 14, the Newberry Library in Chicago presented the first
annual Symposium on Comparative Early Modern Legal History. As
suggested by the title of this event, Membership in Communities and
States in the Early Modern Atlantic World: Legal Rules, Social Judg-
ments, and the Negotiations of Citizenship, the symposium explored,
in a comparative perspective, the ways that communities, municipali-
ties, organizations and states in early modern Europe and the Americas
identified their members, regulated participation, and adjusted burdens
and opportunities.

The papers presented were pre-circulated, allowing for maximum
interaction by the audience. Participants discussed how colonial politi-
cal and legal systems established forms of community and relations of
domination unknown in Europe and confronted unprecedented racial
and ethnic diversity. An array of statutes helped define the politi-

cal, civil, and economic rights of settlers, European foreigners and
religious and ethnic minorities, indigenous populations, Africans and
“mixed race” peoples. The complexity of these laws became apparent as
colonists and imperial administrators adjusted these statutes in order to
attract and exclude settlers, manage dependent and forced laborers, and
calibrate privileges in heavily regulated transatlantic trade systems.

A final component of the Symposium was an author-meets-reader ses-
sion, focusing on Tamar Herzog’s efining Nations: Immigrants and
Citizens in Early Modern Spain and Spanish America (New Haven,
2003). Four readers provided scholarly criticism and observation about
the book, followed by comments and questions from the audience. Fu-
ture meetings are planned that will continue the intellectual goals of this
inaugural symposium: Encouraging a comparative perspective on early
modern citizenship that enriches current notions of citizenship regimes,
viewing legal action as a resource by which local institutions and com-
munities monitored changing notions of citizenship.

Student Feature

Peterson Bf‘i/'ﬂ/k, a new M.A. student, was born and raised in York,
NE. He is currently an Archives Specialist in the University of Nebras-
ka Archives and Special Collections. His academic interests include the
American West and Great Plains.

He received an M.A., also from UNL, in 2002 in Museum Studies. He
received his B.A. from Doane College (Crete, NE) in 1999, majoring
in American History, and minoring in Sociology. He is a member of
Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociology Honors Society, and was a
member of the men’s golf team at Doane.

If you wish, please send information about yourself to Carole Levin so
that we can feature information about you in an upcoming newsletter!

Tea,c/w'nﬁ at a Small
Libeval Arts Coﬂeje

by Renee Laegreid, Ph.D. 2002

This is my third year on the tenure track

at Hastings College, a small, four-year
Liberal Arts College in Central Nebraska.
At the risk of sounding like I am on the
payroll for the PR department here—it’s a
great job. When I was in the thick of grad
school at UNL, most of my colleagues had
set their sights on getting a position in a
tier-one institution after graduation so they
could continue their research. And while
that is a fine goal, there are wonderful re-
wards for teaching at a smaller school, too.

Teaching is, of course the main focus at a
school like Hastings College. 1 took what
may have been the first “Teaching the His-
tory Survey,” course at UNL with Dr. Amy
Burnett. That class gave me the tools and
the confidence I needed to effectively con-
struct my own courses (a great advantage
when, because of a medical emergency, I
was asked to teach a new-to-me class only
four days before the semester began). I
keep in touch with faculty members in the
History Department there, taking Hastings
College students to interesting conferences
I hear about, or bringing UNL faculty

to speak to on our campus. What about
the possibility to do research at a teach-
ing school? It is quite possible. I have
one book coming out in the fall, another
“on deck,” with a colleague at Nebraska
Wesleyan, and one “in the hole” (rodeo
lingo—sorry). It can be done. Overall,

I am truly enjoying my work here, and
would be happy to talk to any graduate
student who is considering teaching at a
small school.



Elizabeth I Exhibit at Love Library

UNL’s Love Library will host the traveling exhibit, Elizabeth I: Ruler and Legend, from March 3 through
April 20, 2006. The opening event, held Friday, March 3 from 6:00-8:00pm, will feature music by Dulces
Voces, the unveiling of a rare document purchased by the University Libraries for this event, and a presentation
by Clark Hulse, Professor of History at the University of Illinois at Chicago and curator of the Elizabeth I: Ruler
and Legend exhibit at the Newberry Library in Chicago.

Other activities accompaying the exhibit include public lectures, a showing of the film Shakespeare in Love,
a presentation of Macbeth, the Queens and Power Conference (see below), a presentation of Hamlet, readings,
an “Early Modern Rock” performance, and an Elizabethan Salon. Please make plans to attend as many of these
events as possible.

Find more information at the University Libraries’ web site for the exhibit, http://iris.unl.edu/elizabethi/.

Queens and Power Conference

The Queens and Power in Medieval and Early Modern England Conference, to be held March 23-25, 2006,
will feature the work of noted scholars from a variety of fields in the humanities. Its program includes paper
sessions, workshops, presentations of creative work, and more.

Keynote speakers at the conference include John Watkins, Professor of English at the University of
Minnesota; Robert Bucholz, Professor of History at Loyola University in Chicago; Carole Levin, Willa Cather
Professor of History at UNL; Karolyn Kinane, Visiting Assistant Professor in English at Wabash College in
Indiana; and Christine Stewart-Nunez, Ph.D. student in UNL’s English Department.

Registration for the conference is due by March 9, and is free to current UNL students, faculty and staff, as
well as members of the Lincoln community. To download a registration form or for more information, visit the

conference web site at http://iris.unl.edu/elizabethi/conference.html.

If you are interested in helping with this conference in any way, please contact Carole Levin.



