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Mark your 
Calendar!

HGSA End of Year 
Celebration

Saturday, April 29
3:00pm

1834 Harrison Ave.
 (Dave Nesheimʼs 

house)  
All graduate students 
are invited to come, 
relax, eat, and celebrate 
the yearʼs achievements.  

James A. Rawley Graduate 
Conference in the Humanities 

by Joann Ross, HGSA President

April 7-8, 2006 launched the inaugural James A. Rawley Conference in the 
Humanities, presented by the History Graduate Students  ̓Association.   With the 
theme Coming to Terms: Legacies of Conÿict and Resolution, the two-day event 
began with a keynote address by scholar Stephanie M. H. Camp, professor of 
history at the University of Washington.  Dr. Campʼs research analyzes issues 
of slavery and female slave resistance, with particular attention to gender, race, 
and structures of power in Antebellum America.  Her lecture highlighted the 
changing nature of scholarship on American slavery studies, focusing on cultural 
influences and gender-specific experiences.  Professor Campʼs address provided 
an exciting anchor for the conference. 

A series of panel presentations on Saturday, April 8th  provided both 
undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity to share their research 
and receive feedback from their peers and senior members of the academy.  
Panel topics were quite varied in time and subject matter, ranging from 
Politics, Religion & Magic in Early Modern Europe to Conÿict and Resolution 
in Twentieth-Century Nebraska, from Memory, Space and the Creation of 
Identity to Literary Responses to Conÿict.  The presentations were followed by 
commentary by advanced graduate students & senior scholars and interactive 
discussions with the audience, thereby furnishing the student presenters with 
constructive feedback integral to their individual scholastic and professional 
development. 

The Conference was successful due in large part to the generous effort of many 
graduate students who willingly offered many hours of their time to see to all 
the details required for such an event.  Further acknowledgment is due for the 
participation of advanced graduate students and faculty members who served 
as chairs and commentators.  Their insightful comments were instrumental 
in introducing many of the presenters to their first academic conference 
experience.  In addition, many faculty members graciously provided guidance 
and encouragement during this process.  Finally, it is imperative to mention the 
generous support of the Nebraska Humanities Council, as well as the abundant 
sponsorship received from many departments and offices across the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln campus, without whose support this event would not have 
been possible. 

On a personal note, I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all who contributed 
to what may be seen as the First Annual James A. Rawley Conference in the 
Humanities. 

A Reminder...
While this is not 
necessary for students 
in classes, any graduate 
student who is doing 
oral interviews for an 
M.A. thesis or Ph.D. 
dissertation, or any 
work that uses oral 
interviews that will 
be published, needs to 
have approval from the 
Institutional Review 
Board [IRB].  You can 
call Becky at 472-6965 
and she will send out 
the application form 
and the information for 
the mandatory on-line 
training that takes about 
two hours.
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Shayla Swift:
Cultural and political influences combine to create 
different representations of actual historical events, 
and the representation has the power, not the event.  
In the case of museum representations, where the 
museum is located, how it is funded and why it 
was established effects its content and the story it 
tells.  Museum content has a wide reach.  Therefore 
understanding the forces that combine to create public 
memory is essential in understanding its influence on 
current events and policy.  As examples of this, I am 
comparing the representations found in the Cape Town 
Holocaust Centre in South Africa and the Montreal 
Holocaust Memorial Centre in Canada for my thesis.  
I will analyze how the unique histories and cultural 
interplays of these countries, each with substantial 
Survivor communities, shape and create the narratives 
displayed in the museums and how those narratives 
differ.  I will also juxtapose these representations 
with the narratives of the Holocaust that have evolved 
in the United States and Germany since 1945. This 
summer, thanks to the Human Rights and Human 
Diversity initiative, I will be traveling to South Africa 
to visit the Cape Town Holocaust Centre and the 
South African Jewish Museum to conduct personal 
interviews with the museum staff and members of the 
local Jewish community.  I will also be doing archival 
research on the Centre itself, Cape Town and South 
Africa.   My research will focus on ethnic relations 
within the country, specifically the history of the 
Jewish community.   I will examine how that history 
evolved alongside apartheid and how this unique 
combination influences the dialog of remembrance.   

Summer Research Through 
The Human Rights and Human Diversity Initiative

Two history graduate students will be doing research this summer through the Human Rights and Human 
Diversity initiative.  They describe their research below.   

Zahra Ortiz-Delgado:
     While generally not publicized in traditional news 
media, there have been significant and substantially 
evidenced human rights violations in the Mexican 
state of Oaxaca. The stateʼs large indigenous popula-
tion (60 % of 3.2 million inhabitants) has witnessed an 
alarming increase in violations that include but are not 
limited to the following: torture, rape, disappearances, 
murders and random acts of violence. Moreover, the 
Mexican special prosecutors  ̓office recently released 
an alarming report that highlighted the Mexican mili-
taryʼs secret “dirty war” against the rural population of 
the neighboring state of Guerrero that lasted from the 
late 1960ʼs to the early 1980ʼs.  
     One of the contributing factors to this violence is 
the Mexican stateʼs increasing inability and unwilling-
ness to address socio-political issues such as margin-
alization and indigenous rights that affect the local 
population in regions such as Oaxaca. The effects 
of globalization and mass immigration to the United 
States, as well as shrinking resources, has further con-
tributed to an increase in political and social unrest in 
traditional communities. In the end the diverse indig-
enous populations of Oaxaca have in effect been thrust 
into a maelstrom that has severely hampered efforts 
at reconciliation, recognition and promotion of basic 
human rights. 
     Questions that I intend to investigate are; how do 
indigenous communities react to state violence? How 
do they work in cooperation with human rights orga-
nizations such as the United Nations and the Oaxaca 
State Human Rights Commission (whose main dia-
logue addresses human rights concerns at an individ-
ual not collective level ) in order to voice grievances 
and foster awareness? Is this changing social consci-
entiousness a path for political agency and power?
While the purpose of my summer study in Oaxaca is 
essentially oriented towards the female population; 
there remains substantial evidence of the community 
as a wholeʼs limited human rights protection.  Women 
within the region however, as identified by Amnesty 
International, merit specific concern.
     Due to financial assistance awarded by the History 
Department of the University of Arizona, Tucson, as 

well as a Human Rights and Diversity Research Grant 
I will conduct  investigations this summer in Oaxaca. 
Through this opportunity I will further investigate 
the current political situation in Oaxaca, examine the 
human rights violations that are committed against 
women of the indigenous population and later com-
pare and contrast with those highly documented and 
publicized that occur in other Mexican cities and states 
such as Juarez , Guerrero and Chiapas.
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Alumni News
Carolyn Biltoft, a 2002 UNL graduate who is now 
ABD in 20th century world  history at Princeton, re-
ceived the Albert Gallatin Fellowship in International 
Affairs for the 2006-07 academic year to do her dissser-
tation research at the Institut Universitaire des Hautes 
Etudes Internationales in Geneva.

Tim Elston has been awarded the 2006 Excellence in 
Teaching Award from South Carolina Independent Col-
leges and Universities, Inc.  Dr. Elston teaches at New-
berry College in South Carolina.

Maria Muñoz, has been awared the Fulbright / Gar-
cia-Robles Grant, which is the most prestigious grant 
for study in Mexico.  Only 16 students are awared this 
grant every cycle.

2006 History Awards

Congratulations to those who were honored at the 
2006 History Awards Day event!  

Fellowships:
Tonia Compton, Huntington Library fellowship.
Amy Gant, Barnes fellowship; Fling fellowship 

from Graduate Studies.
Zahra Ortiz-Delgado, Human Rights and Human 

Diversity fellowship.
Nathan Martin, Day Fund award from Graduate 

Studies; alternate for a Folger Shakespeare 
Library fellowship.

Shannon Meyer, Barnes fellowship.
Chris Rasmussen, McPhee fellowship.
Lisa Schuelke, Othmer fellowship.
Joy Schulz, Stover fellowship.
Shayla Swift, Human Rights and Human Diversity 

fellowship.
Andy Ulrich, McPhee fellowship.
Rob Voss, Heitzman fellowship.
Aaron Wilson, Sheldon fellowship.

Dov Ospovat Memorial Award for a 
distinguished graduate research paper:
Jason Denzig, honorable mention for his paper 

“The Mexican Oil Crisis and the End of 
Intervention” written for Professor Tim 
Borstelmannʼs seminar.

Andy Ulrich, honorable mention for his paper 
“Balancing Democracy with Power: 
Responsibility, Order, and Justice in Reinhold 
Niebuhrʼs World View, 1940-1949,” written 
for Professor Lloyd Ambrosiusʼs seminar.

Lisa Schuelke, 2006 award winner for her paper 
“Old Meg and Her Cohort: Aging and 
Otherness in Early Modern England,” written 
for Professor Carole Levinʼs seminar.

Travel awards:
Tonia Compton, Ospovat fund.
Jason Denzin, Wood fund.
Jacob Eder, Landis fund.
Amy Gant, Ospovat fund.
Matthew Garret, Landis fund.
Nathan Martin, Landis fund.
Zahra Ortiz-Delgado, Wood fund.
Lisa Schuelke, Wood fund.

HGSA News
As the History Graduate Student Association prepares 
for its third year, it hopes to carry its momentum 
forward while facing the challenges associated with 
growth.  At the annual meeting on April 28th at 2:30PM 
in Oldfather 638, HGSA will amend the constitution, 
elect new officers, and confirm arrangements for the end 
of year party to be held at Dave Nesheimʼs home the 
following afternoon at 3:00 PM.  Time permitting, we 
will also discuss future Rawley Conferences, both next 
year and beyond. The amendments to the constitution 
will more precisely define membership and quorum, as 
well as how to best structure the officer positions.

Currently, all history graduate students enrolled at 
UNL are HGSA members and quorum is defined as 
fifty percent of membership.  This standard has proved 
unworkable.  Under the new standard, if approved, 
membership will require graduate students  ̓signing 
up and quorum will be redefined to ten percent 
of membership.  Another proposed change would 
increase the number of officers from three to five.  The 
expansion would reduce the responsibilities for each 
officer by splitting secretary/treasurer into two positions 
and creating the new office of conference manager.

The end of year party promises to be a splendid affair 
signaling an increased emphasis on social functions.  
In the coming year, HGSA hopes to sponsor several 
group activities, as the extracurricular experience is as 
important in graduate school as in undergraduate.  Help 
us close out 2006 on a high note.
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To all the Graduate Students from Carole Levin:

My term as graduate chair ends in May and I wanted to take this opportunity to tell all of you what a great plea-
sure it has been to have had the opportunity to get to know so many of you and work with you.  I am extremely 
proud of our graduate students in history.  What I have noted is the fine work you have all done in your classes, 
the high quality of theses and dissertations, and how many of you have presented your scholarship at conferenc-
es or have it published.  Many of you have also been superb teaching assistants, teachers of your own classes, or 
handled other assistantships with great professionalism.  

I think what I am most proud of, however, is the sense of community and support so many of you have de-
veloped with each other.  I know these friendships will sustain you as you develop your professional careers.  
As many of you know, I will be a National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow at the Folger Shakespeare 
Library in Washington DC this coming academic year. I will be back visiting Lincoln and will also be accessible 
by e-mail [clevin2@unl.edu] so please stay in touch.

Dov Ospovat

The Ospovat name is familiar in the history department.  But do you know who Dov Ospovat was?  Professor 
Pete Maslowski, who joined the UNL history department faculty in January, 1974, said that he became friends 
with Professor Dov Ospovat when he took a position here in January, 1975.  Dovʼs time was soon limited, 
however, when doctors discovered that he had a rare form of cancer.  He died in September, 1980, and his book, 
The Development of Darwinõs Theory:  Natural History, Natural Theology and Natural Selection, 1838-1859, 
was published later that academic year, in the spring of 1981.  

Ospovatʼs widow, Claudia, said recently that during Dovʼs time as a graduate student, he struggled with many 
of the same things that students today do.  Because the job market was tight and jobs were scarce, after he found 
that he had the opportunity to come to Nebraska, he had to move quickly to finish his Ph.D.    As he worked 
under the supervision of Harvard University Professor Bernard Cohen to complete his dissertation, he had a 
sign hanging over his desk: “Donʼt get it right, get it written.”  Of course, his dissertation (which would become 
his book) quickly became both “right” and “written,” as this work is still important in the field of the history of 
science even today.

The last bit of work on Dovʼs book was extremely difficult.  Because of his illness, he completed the editing 
while he was in the hospital.  Fortunately, he procured help from others, including his mother, for the final 
revision.  Claudia said that completing the book was very important to Dov.

After Dovʼs death (he was also survived by two young sons, Sam and Conoley), the history department began 
awarding money from the Ospovat fund.  Claudia said that Dov had wanted a portion of the funds earmarked for 
transporting students to meetings, especially for the purpose of presenting papers, because Dov had presented 
a number of papers as a graduate student and felt that it had been very important to his academic career.  In 
addition to these travel funds, he is also remembered through the Dov Ospovat Memorial Award given each year 
to the author of a distinguished graduate seminar paper.
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Congratulations Graduat!
Those who have finished or anticipate to finish a program of study in 2005-2006 include: 

Ph.D (name, previous degrees, dissertation title):
Scot D. Bruce  (BA, Taylor; MA, Colorado, Denver) “Woodrow Wilson and the Origins of the Mandate 

System” 
Kurt E. Kinbacher (BA, Minnesota, Minneapolis/St. Paul; MA Alabama, Birmingham) “Immigration, 

the American West, and the Twentieth Century: Germans from Russia, Omaha Indians, and 
Vietnamese-Urban Villagers in Lincoln, Nebraska”

Tamara J. Levi (BA, Lees-McRae; MA, Appalachian State) “Food, Control, and Resistance: Rations 
and Indigenous Peoples in the United States and Australia”

Thomas E. Smith (BA, Kansas; MA, Denver) “Race and Reform: Transatlantic Views on Colonial 
Violence and Empire, 1890-1903”

Scott D. Stempson (BA, Nebraska, Lincoln; MA, Nebraska, Lincoln) “Defenders of the Constitution: A 
Study of Five Antebelum Presidents”

M.A. (name, thesis title):
Karrie Dvorak “We Are All Fat and Hearty: Remembrances and Commentary on Early Homesteading 

in Nebraska from the Oblinger Family Letters, 1872-1873” 
Matthew Garrett “Conflict Management: Kickapoo Foreign Diplomacy, 1650-1830”
James W. Griffin “Myron C. Taylor, the Vatican, and a World in Crisis, 1938-1952” 
Samuel Herley “Éwithai Woˆgithe: Omaha-Ponca Relations in the Nineteenth Century”
Brian D. Hobbs “The New American Paradigm, The 1863 New York City Draft Riots: Social Sphere 

Encroachment, Violent Expulsion, and Community Protection in the Antebellum Era” 
Brenden Rensink “Comparative Genocide Studies, Native American History and the Holocaust: 

Historiography, Debate and Analysis” 
Lisa Schuelke “New Nurses: BIA Nurses Encounter Native Americans in the West, 1924-1955”
Robert J. Voss “History of Religion and Immigration in Nebraska” 
David L. Walters “The Marine Corps Combined Action Program”
Sean M. Walters “Catching the Spirit: The Protestant Ethic and Extra-Curricular Activities at the Genoa 

Indian School, 1903-1934” 

Department of History
612 Oldfather Hall

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln, NE  68588-0327

Have an enjoyable summer!
This is Professor Carole Levinôs ýnal year as Graduate Chair and Graduate Advisor.  We thank her for her hard 
work on behalf of our graduate students.   Next year, Professor James LeSueur will hold these positions.  
His e-mail address is jlesueur@unlnotes.unl.edu.  


